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Abstract: This paper aims to verify that the methods for researching the British appeasement
policy towards Germany in the inter-war years can include the new method of studying the digitized
collections of newspapers of the British Library. The policy of appeasement led by Great Britain
during the inter-war years still represents a very attractive subject of research. The challenge lies not
only in the new data harvested from primary sources such as documents and newspapers but also in
the new methods of researching that may be applied, and that may increase the interest of scholars.
Today, researching the digitized collections of archives are not even a futuristic resource, but a growing
necessity. Accessing the British Library's digitized collections through the British Newspaper Archive
website is often easier and more efficient than going to the archives. The site has more than 40 million
digitized newspapers, mainly local periodicals, which can be accessed by searching for keywords,
establishing filters and saving results to retrieve them later. The electronic resources of the digitized
collections provide valuable help in my doctoral research on the Anglo-French appeasement reflected
in the newspapers, which proves to be a great challenge, given the fact that the subject was widely
covered in many of the central newspapers. But, of course, this method immediately poses multiple
questions: is this method of research as rigorous as the traditional research conducted in the archives?
Does this method provide the intercoder reliability framework required for such works? These are the
research questions that remain at the center of this article. Previous research on the subject of digitized
collections and also the analysis of the resources of the British Newspaper Archive in comparison with
the traditional British Library resources can provide an answer.
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Introduction

T

his paper is a post positivist 1 approach of the methods of research which use
digitized newspapers, available in online libraries, as the primary source. The
research inquiry highlights concerns regarding how the process of digitizing
newspapers, a technology used in or adapted for the use of archives, has reshaped methods of
harvesting data from primary sources and its manipulation and even interpretation, offering
researchers the leverage for also creating knowledge, not only for discovering it. Methods
used in the current paper are a comparative analysis of approaching traditional and digital
resources in modern day libraries and also a case study with a quantitative analysis of data
from primary sources extracted from a digital library, data which was used for a previous
research.
An outline of the current article was presented in the year 2015 at the International
Doctoral Symposium entitled „The question of ethics in economic, social and technical
sciences”, organised in Paris by the Interdisciplinary Laboratory of Research in the Sciences
of Action (LIRSA EA 4603) and the "1st December 1918" University of Alba Iulia, and
hosted by the National Conservatory of Arts and Crafts (CNAM) in Paris.
The possibility offered by digitized collections to reshape knowledge provided by the
traditional libraries is partially due to the fact that reinventing the methods of access to the
traditional collections of newspapers has also changed the very nature of the text that these
primary sources contain. Processes of accessing and using the text in the new digital context,
thus, escape traditional boundaries of lecture and offer new perspectives, giving more control
to the researcher. This naturally questions the ethical standards of research in such a context.
Therefore, we firstly focus on comparing the traditional methods of accessing the
newspaper collections to the digital possibilities of approaching such resources which have
been digitized and are stored in available online libraries. This part of the research employs
comparing previous studies from the works of Carol Tenopir and Cheryl Mason Bolick,
Adrian Bingham, Roger D. Wimmer and Joseph. R. Dominick. The first two authors are
concerned with the expansion of digitizing library resources and its impact on historical
research. Tenopir has an interesting compilation and interpretation of bibliographical
resources surrounding concerns over the use of digital libraries, while Bolick provides a useful
insight into the impact of such resources over the study of history, in an effort to outline the
advantages of their use in scholarly activities. The latter three authors are concerned with the
use of newspapers in such digital archives and the harvesting and manipulation of data
extracted from these primary sources. Bingham offers a perspective on the use of digital
newspaper resources for historians, while Wimmer and Dominick concentrate on some
traditional methodological approaches for studying newspapers.
Secondly, we aim to outline ethical aspects of researching through the online
collections of digitized newspapers. References consist of the works of Friday, Mauthner and
Parry, and also Deacon, who look upon ethics and methods of studying data from primary
1
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sources such as digitized newspaper archives. The paper also mentions Wimmer and
Dominick’s ethical concerns over mass-media research possibilities in the new digital context.
An overview of Crossen-White’s very recent inquiries regarding the use of personal data in
research papers is also approached, concerning the recent EU Court ruling about the “right
to be forgotten”, which applies differently to digital libraries than to search engines.
Thirdly, we seek to verify patterns from the first two parts of the present paper onto
a comparative analysis of the British Library traditional access to resources and online access
to its digitized collections, which is somewhat of a case study that employs the knowledge
base of the British Library website and its online digital library which contains digitized
newspapers. The results are underlined in the fourth part of the article through a case study
which involves a quantitative analysis of the data extracted from primary sources found in the
British Newspaper Archive collection of newspapers. That data was used in a previous
research designed for an article presented at an international conference in Bucharest and
then published in the „Valahian Journal of Historical Studies”. All of these represent some of
the stepping stones in the ongoing research for my doctoral thesis entitled „The AngloFrench appeasement policy reflected in the Romanian central newspapers in the 1930s”.
Comparative analysis of approaching primary resources
through traditional and digital archives
„Increasing scholarly interest in language, representation and meaning”2 became a
powerful vector for recognizing the value of the newspaper’s content in research works that
aim to understand political decisions in their cultural and social context. While the method
of researching through primary sources such as newspapers has proven valuable for fulfilling
this goal, extracting that information has been deemed a hard task. Scholars deal with
practical obstacles such as „the inconvenience of accessing them and the difficulties of finding
relevant material amongst the sheer quantity of content published”3. However, such
processes do seem to overcome these problems when using the resources of a digital library,
more specifically a library that has digitized its physical documents.
In order to compare the means of researching through an archive’s physical and
digital resources, one must first account for means of access to these resources, which
constitutes the first perspective of the current paper. Researching through archives means
that one must first literally travel to the institution where these archives are preserved. This
first obstacle alone is sometimes frustrating to overcome and some researchers would even
consider being „excluded from conducting authentic historical research with primary sources
outside of their local communities because they lacked the time and money to visit remote
sites that housed such primary documents”4. It takes time and money to travel to museums,
libraries, historical sites or the archives in order to obtain specific data from the primary
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sources, obstacle which would sometimes lead researchers to feel „disheartened with the
limitations”5.
The alternative of researching through the available digitized resources is, therefore,
more attractive. The digital archives, which host not only text and numerical data, but also
photos and videos, maps and charts, are easy to access from modern terminals such as
computers, laptops, tablets and mobile phones, over the Internet. The costs are greatly
reduced, as researchers need not to specifically invest in this equipment, for it is part of their
everyday modern life. Costs of using the archive’s resources are therefore reduced to the
moderate fee of an online membership, but, in some cases, archives offer access free of charge.
The second perspective of comparison between the two types of archival resource
provides insight into methods of handling the available documents. As the researcher comes
face to face with the newspapers, approaching its physical copy is regarded as a totally
different experience from viewing it on the screen. Collecting the data from the hard copy of
a newspaper requires a photocopy of it or at least a transcription of the data onto another
support, such as a notebook. Handling the old newspaper is never an easy task and not always
at the researcher’s discretion, as libraries have strict rules. On the other hand, a digitized copy
of the newspaper is readily available online at any hour of the day, with no restrictions
regarding its usage, with options to either print out a copy of the newspaper or study it
directly on the screen. While behavioral studies regarding researchers showed that the
printed versions of the electronic documents hold an important part of the research „in
almost every discipline (…) especially in the humanities”6, resources available in the digital
libraries meet both of these requirements, while traditional resources offer only the latter.
The third point of view in the present comparative analysis looks at the impact upon
the interpretation of the collected data. This is not an inquiry of the end-user experience (a
subject both tempting and strenuous), but rather a compilation of possible research outputs
provided by these resources. Research using mass-media is valuable in order to refer not only
to problems of the press, but also to „investigate questions different from those that the data
were originally intended to address”7. This means that new knowledge is harvested from a
text that had a different purpose of creation and had used the data solely for context or, at
best, for secondary objectives. Relevant data becomes hard to obtain, as newspaper articles
focus the reader’s attention to other information. Traditional archival resources provide a set
of instruments for harvesting primary source data in a linear, conservative fashion, which
tends to forge a certain research path for scholars. This is why digital archives are
enthusiastically recommended as means to „«transform how history is taught, learned,
understood and accessed»”8. They are regarded not only as a modern access gate to primary
sources, but also as an innovative method of providing additional interpretations of the
content. This is the reason why accessing the digital archives is a great achievement not solely
for providing research resources to the comfort of the scholar’s home, with no limitations of
Wimmer; Dominick, 2011, 122.
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time. It is for the very nature of the support that hosts the valuable data, which brings it to „a
researcher’s fingertips”9 and offers the possibility to interact with resources „in a non-linear
fashion”10. Researchers are no longer only reading the text, they are searching it, scrolling it,
filtering it, selecting it, browsing it at speeds that provide new levels of connections with the
information. Primary source data is hypertextualized, as newspapers are scanned for optical
recognition and indexed in searchable databases which offer researchers the „freedom to
physically move through the document and across documents”11. The output of researching
by using these resources has been conceptualized as „hypertextual history”12, which englobes
complexity as well as it describes it. Acknowledging that hypertextual historical resources
challenge scholars to define their own construct of the past „by linking accounts in a way that
is meaningful to them”13, we can consider that studying in the digital archives promises to be
an efficient way to critically read traditional texts in a manner that allows doing history
rather that learning history.
Ethical aspects of researching data from primary sources in digital libraries
Nevertheless, there are problems which arise around the methodology and ethics of
using digital newspaper archives. Roger Wimmer and Joseph Dominick briefly approached
these problems in a 2011 paper on mass-media research, identifying two major issues in
studying newspapers using the digital archives: lack of human support and poor intercoder
reliability. The first issue addresses the dangers of coding harvested data in a limited manner,
as the authors cited respective works on the issue14. The second problem is about the
perishability of internet information, due to almost permanent updates on the archival
collections of digitized newspapers. This concerns the possibility of other researchers to
retrace one’s study plan and even calculate intercoder reliability for research papers, which
demands a very early check „to minimize the problem of changing content”15.
Other problems regarding the ethics of researching using digital databases focus on
„the researcher’s relations with the public, with respondents, and with fellow researchers”16,
on the grounds of storing personal information in an open-access database or, respectively,
protecting intellectual rights of other researchers’ works. Such works, like the ones regarding
personal medical information, do not meet the current paper’s concerns.
Another ethical concern is found in the work of Holly L. Crossen-White, who
raised the issue that research which involves resources from digital archives pose the risk of
„disclosing personal information that is unknown to descendants and, if it relates to a
9
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sensitive topic, then there is the potential for the researcher to cause distress”17. This sends
the debate to the controversy of the „right to be forgotten”18, which was quite unclear until a
European Court of Justice Ruling on May 13, 2014. The EU Court famously clarified the
European citizens’ right to demand search engine companies to delete „inaccurate,
inadequate, irrelevant or excessive”19 information regarding their personal life. While this
might sound like a potentially exclusionary gatekeeper for researchers using digital libraries, it
is imperative to underline that the case of digitized newspaper is still a complicated matter,
which crosses the „right to be forgotten” boundaries, as ruled in the EU Court decision, in
the case of people which play a significant „role in the public life”20. Moreover, it is the search
engine, not the digital library,that is directly affected by the ruling, which means that the
information is still available for access, but it is „no longer ubiquitous”21.
Using digital resources rather than the traditional ones for a research paper is a
tempting opportunity, especially for young researchers, due to both the growing collections
of digitized data and the economic advantages of using the electronic resources from any
particularly preferred space. While being a very useful source of data from primary sources,
digital archives do however pose a risk for misconducting a research. The freedom to scout
for information in the hypertextual world of the digital data is also a permanent source of
doubt for researchers, who „often wrestle with the question of whether they have found all
relevant sources in the archive they are searching”22. The research design, therefore, requires
„cautious”23 planning, searching, sampling and coding in order to obtain reliable results.
Unethical conduct in the process of researching using primary sources from digital
libraries is bound to be more likely related to the researcher’s use of the electronic and online
platform, on one hand, and to the published content on the other. In the first situation, the
online user has the possibility to comment on forums using libellous, offensive, inappropriate
or defamatory terms, or publish information which contains personal data without the
respective person’s consent. Users might also impersonate another person, company or
authority, due to the fact that most of the online platforms do not verify the ID of their
users. In the second situation, the published work of a researcher could infringe the copyright
legislation, which must be accounted for in every research using newspapers from digital
libraries, or it could contain personal information published without the respective person’s
consent, a very unlikely but still possible situation. Data from primary sources used by social
studies researchers who employ the methods of discourse analysis or mixed methods analysis
etc. is not bound to carry personal data through the methodological steps of mass-media
research, as would be the case of research papers in the medical field.
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British Library: traditional access to resources vs. online access to digitized collections
The British Library's vast newspaper collections stand on the pillars of the
Thomason Collection of Civil War Tracts, with news books and newspapers from the
respective time provided to the British Museum in 1762, and the Burney Collection of
Newspapers, acquired in 1818. The British Museum began the systematic collection of
newspapers in 1822, for tax purposes, and in 1869 the legal deposit legislation
institutionalized the collection practices for newspapers in the British Museum.
The British Library holds over 664.000 bound volumes and parcels of newspapers
and also 370.000 reels of microfilm, resources which span over approximately 45 kilometers
of shelves. Altogether, the collection consists of over 52.000 separate newspaper, journal, and
periodical titles and 49 collections of newspapers and comics. Nowadays, The British
Library’s central research room for its newspapers collection is the Newsroom at St Pancras,
which opened on 7 April 2014. It is currently providing access to microfilm and digital
newspapers, broadcast news and archived news websites. Printed newspapers are currently
under embargo, during their transportation to the Newspaper Storage Building (NSB) in
Boston Spa, West Yorkshire.
Procedures for the traditional collections
The fact that the British Library itself encourages its visitors to firstly explore the
online resources before pursuing the primary sources through traditional methods requires
some contextualization, with regard to the institution’s interest to ensure fast access to
resources, non-redundant interaction with the staff and the prolonged life of the original
documents. Accessing the British Library resources is conditioned by the completion of
several steps in order to obtain a free Reader’s Pass. The Reader’s Pass at the British Library is
released based on providing several documents, from identification papers to a wish list and
an affiliation proof, followed by a conversation with the registration staff.
After gaining access to the Newsroom of the British Library, researching the
newspaper collections still requires additional criteria to consider. The most important is the
access to the original documents. As the newspaper is a fragile support, the British Library
focuses on preserving its resources for long-term access and therefore only allows access to
documents which do not have a surrogate copy available in print, microfilm or digital
formats. Where the original newspapers are the only option available, orders may take up to
48 hours to arrive, compared to the 70 minutes required for the microfilmed versions.
The British Newspaper Archives
The British Newspaper Archive is a partnership between the British Library and the
internet platform called „findmypast” which aims to deliver digitized copy of approximately
40 million newspaper pages from the British Library. The purpose of the website is to
provide users with the opportunity to discover new information about their ancestors’ past
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life and times and it developed into an effort to cover important areas of time and space
across Great Britain and also Ireland. The decade-spanning project was launched in 2011 and
already offers online access to many historical newspapers, for only a moderate fee. There are
517 titles in the British Newspaper Archive and still counting. The platform provides
modern access to the newspapers and therefore offers the possibility to new and innovative
approaches to the text, which can be searched using keywords in order to find specific topics,
titles, names, photographs, advertisements and articles. There are many filters which can be
applied to the search, in order to improve the results. Requirements consist of online
registration for a free account which offers limited access to the digital content, or a paid
account which offers unrestricted access to 3000 pages per month from the library’s online
collections, with the possibility to exceed this limit after clarifications with the website staff.
Accessing these online resources is by far easier than through the traditional methods.
However, the platform only comprises digitized local newspapers from Great Britain (with
very few exceptions such as „The Evening Standard”). Therefore, any research that aims to
use British national newspapers as the primary source of data has to scout for other platforms
with digitized newspapers or head to the British Library to study them through the
traditional methods.
The digital collection available on the British Newspaper Archive website also has
the feature of accessing user-generated content, which has both advantages and
disadvantages. The user-generated content might even be perceived, from a flexible point of
view, as an expression of Umberto Eco’s fourth dimension of lecture, the one which involves
collaboration between the reader and the text. A user reading a newspaper in the online
collection of the British Newspaper Archive has the possibility to interact with the text,
becoming its partner, unleashed from its traditional linear „dictatorship” of sorts. Therefore,
the reader can tag, comment, correct, bookmark and sort the text in the newspapers. The
technology which permits the process is an OCR (optical character recognition) software by
which the British Newspaper Archive processes the text from the scanned newspapers. This,
however, has some flaws if one is to consider the dangers of an inexperienced, misguided or
malevolent user who could, at any point, distort the information, as user-generated content is
not monitored by the project staff. Therefore, research should be thorough and the
information extracted from the user-generated content platforms should always be compared
to the scanned document.
Researching British appeasement of Germany in the interwar
years using the British Library’s digitized collections
In the months of July, August and September 2015, I conducted a research for the
International Interdisciplinary Doctoral Conference, held in Bucharest on the 25th-26th
September. The paper’s title is „Lloyd George and Winston Churchill’s Appeasement
Articles in Britain’s Inter-War Local Newspapers” and it has already been published24. The
paper’s question of research represents a constructivist effort to discover whether David
24
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Lloyd George and Winston Churchill’s Inter-War Articles on Appeasement were bound to
be influential upon the foreign policy of Great Britain in the inter-war years. It represents
one of the stepping stones in the pursuit to write my doctoral thesis entitled „The AngloFrench appeasement policy reflected in the Romanian central newspapers in the 1930s”. The
research for the paper, presented at the conference and afterward published, started with a
consultation of previous studies on the subject at hand, searching through academic works.
The next step was to trace books written by famous historians and biographers, in order to
establish a firm ground of the research design pillared on the existing secondary sources such
as the works of Roy Jenkins, Richard Toye, Frank Dilnot, Travis Crosby, Martin Gilbert and
Stella Rudman. The essential part of the research was finding and studying the primary
sources. This would have been a very difficult challenge were it not for the British Newspaper
Archive. The online digital collection provided my access to British inter-war local
newspapers which include articles signed by David Lloyd George or Winston Churchill, or
reporting of these works, of their speeches, of the press’ reaction to their articles or of the
public opinion’s reaction to their publishings.
Using the British Newspaper Archive website, my research focused on the primary
keywords „Lloyd George” and „Churchill”, accompanied by the secondary keywords
„Hitler”, Mussolini”, „Japan”, „Appeasement”. The date range was from January 1st, 1919, to
September 1st, 1939, applying to filter only for results in the „articles” category. Using solely
the primary keywords proved to be superfluous, while using all of the secondary keywords
with both the primary keywords provided no search results. The search proved most useful
when the primary keywords were combined with the secondary keyword of „Hitler”. For the
„Churchill” primary keyword, the search provided 149 pages of results, containing 12 results
per page. For the „Lloyd George” primary keywords, the search provided 205 pages of results,
containing 12 results per page. The research sample comprised only the results which had a
relevance degree of higher than a quarter by the website criteria. This resulted in the analysis
of a total of 30 newspapers: 16 regarding Churchill and 14 regarding Lloyd George. A
discourse analysis based on the respective articles published in these newspapers was outlined
in the mentioned research paper.
The selected sample articles regarding Winston Churchill’s inter-war journalistic
activity about appeasement are the following: The article „Need for joint action French press
and Italy's attitude on non-intervention. «Naval demonstration» suggestion” was published
in the „Gloucestershire Echo”, on Thursday, 25th of March 1937, on the first page; The
article „Lady «Di» in journalistic circles” was published in the „Nottingham Evening Post”,
on Friday, 03rd of March 1922, in the issue number 13.636, on the first page; The article
„Proposed Air Pact” was published in the „Hartlepool Mail”, on Friday, 31st of May 1935, in
the issue number 17.807, on page number 7; The article „MR. CHURCHIL AND ITALY.
Times of Deep and Growing Anxiety. MUSSOLINI’S LAPSE” was published in the
„Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer” on Friday 27 September 1935, in the issue number
27.510, on page number 10; The article „Naval parity with U.S.A. Mr Churchill on its
interpretation” was published in the „Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer”, on Tuesday,
17th of March 1936, in the issue number 27.655, on page number 9; The article „Winston S.
Churchill, Ferocious Drama in Spain. Still worse may come: keep out - and arm” was
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published in the „Yorkshire Evening Post”, on Friday, 21st of August 1936, in the issue
number 14.311, on page number 8; The article „Press Association Foreign Special, Japan
accuses Mr. Churchill” was published in the „Hartlepool Mail”, on Friday, 28th of January
1938, in the issue number 18.637, on page number 5; The article „Mr. Churchill displeases
Hitler” was published in the „Aberdeen Journal”, on Thursday, 31st October 1935, in the
issue number 25.220, on page number 7; The article „«No Winners» in War. Mr
Churchill’s theory” was published in the „Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette”, on
Friday, 25th of March 1938, in the issue number 20.109, on page number 5; The article „Mr
Churchill hits back at Herr Hitler. «Dictatorship a passing phase: fear in their hearts».
Stirring call to English speaking peoples. «Will you wait until British freedom has
succumbed?” was published in the „Aberdeen Press and Journal”, on Monday, 17th of
October 1938, in the issue number 26.145, on page number 7 and the article „AMERICA
MAY ADOPT NEW POLICY, OPPOSITION TO DICTATORSHIPS
ISOLATIONISM LIKELY TO BE ABANDONED. Enthusiastic Reception for Mr
Churchill's Broadcast” was published in the „Hull Daily Mail” on Monday, 17th of October
1938, in the issue number 16.526, on the first page; The article „Herr Hitler and Mr.
Winston Churchill” was published in the „Yorkshire Evening Post”, on Monday, 07th of
November 1938, in the issue number 14.999, on page number 8; The article „Hitler move
predicted. Mr Winston Churchill demands combined resistance to aggressors” was published
in the „Aberdeen Press and Journal”, on Monday, 12th of December 1938, in the issue
number 26.193, on page number 7; The article „Hitler move predicted. Britain’s «years of
humiliation»” was published in the „Western Daily Press”, on Monday, 12th of December
1938, in the issue number 26.855, on page number 12; Germany will «return to the
family»” was published in the „Hull Daily Mail”, on Saturday, 29th of April 1939, in the issue
number 16.692, on the first page; The article „«Up to Hitler»” was published in the „Essex
Chronicle”, on Friday, 11st of August 1939, in the issue number 9.126, on page number 6.
The selected samples of David Lloyd George’s appearances in the inter-war press on
appeasement issues are the following: The article „Things going all right». World settling
down, says Mr. Lloyd George” was published in the „Taunton Courier and Western
Advertiser”, on Wednesday, 17th of November 1920, in the issue number 5.837, on page
number 2; The article „Mr. Lloyd George and Hitler” was published in the „Dundee Evening
Telegraph”, on Monday, 21st of August 1933, in the issue number 17.702, on page number 3;
The article „Lloyd George «dazed» by dictators. Public takes decrees without revolt” was
published in the „Dundee Courier”, on Monday, 08th of January 1934, in the issue number
25.146, on page number 6; The article „Mr Lloyd George’s Warning. Germany’s military
force” was published in the „Cornishman”, on Thursday, 18th of July 1935, on page number
7; The article „Mr. Lloyd George, first visit to Germany since before the War” was published
in the „Derby Daily Telegraph”, on Wednesday, 02th of September 1936, in the issue number
18.188, vol. XCIX, on the first page; More articles on the same topic can be found in the
„Gloucestershire Echo” on Wednesday, 02nd of September 1936, the „Western Daily Press”
on Thursday, 03rd of September 1936 and Friday, 04th of September 1936, the „Dundee
Courier”, on Saturday , 05th of September 1936, the „Dundee Evening Telegraph”, on
Monday, 21st of August 1936, the „Portsmouth Evening News”, on Monday, 21st of
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September 1936 and many others; The article „Mr. Lloyd George. Mystery of movements in
Germany” was published in the „Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette”, on
Saturday, 05 September 1936, in the issue number 19.627; The article „Mr. Lloyd George.
Impressions of Recent Visit to Germany” was published in the „Falkirk Herald”, on
Wednesday, 23 September 1936, in the issue number 8960, on page number 15; The article
„Germans a happy people. Desire for Peace and British friendship. Mr. Lloyd George in
praise of Hitler” was published in the „Lincolnshire Echo”, on Monday, 21 September 1936,
in the issue number 13.626, on page number 5; The article „Addis Ababa massacre. M.P.
urges committee of investigation” was published in the „Gloucestershire Echo”, on Thursday,
25th of March 1937, in the issue number -, pages 1 and 8; The article „Mr Lloyd George feels
"shame". «Peace at price of conscience»” was published in the „Dundee Evening Telegraph”,
on Wednesday, 26th of October 1938, in the issue number 19.319, on page number 5; The
article „British Lion trapped. Lloyd George's View. Spanish War prediction. Reply to Hitler”
was published in the „Portsmouth Evening News”, on Friday, 03rd of February 1939, in the
issue number 19.212, on page number 16.
The mentioned paper’s research methods hold remarkable potential as the online
platform of the British Newspaper Archive is constantly growing through the digitization of
the British Library’s collections. Both the means and the methods employed, but also the
harvested data from primary sources, develop into a formidable challenge for further
exploring adjacent subjects of research. There is, nevertheless, an unquestionable need for
continuing this paper’s research through the actual hard copies of the newspapers in the
British Library.
Conclusions
Researchers flourish with excitement as they discover what seems to be a universe of
information in which they can travel at hyper speed through vast amounts of data. Using
digital resources rather than the traditional ones for a research paper is a tempting
opportunity, due to both the growing collections of digitized data and the economical
advantages of using the electronic resources from the comfort of one’s home. Do traditional
methods of researching through seemingly endless pages of newspapers tend to become
obsolete? The answer would be that the two methods complete each other, as researchers
point to the fact that considering only one option of research is an exclusionary practice.
Research which aims to understand political decisions in their cultural and social
context recognizes the value of the newspaper content. While researching through primary
sources such as newspapers is quite valuable for fulfilling this goal, extracting that
information has proven to be a hard task. The process does, however, seem to overcome these
problems when using the resources of an archive that has digitized its physical documents
and that host not only text and numerical data, but also photos and videos, maps and charts,
at reduced costs and that offers the possibility to harvest research resources in a non-linear
fashion, providing new means to access and even to create knowledge.
Nevertheless, there are problems which arise around the methodology and ethics of
using digital newspaper archives, such as the lack of human support and intercoder reliability.
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The first issue addresses the dangers of coding harvested data in a limited manner, while the
second issue is about the perishability of internet information, due to almost permanent
updates on the archival collections of digitized newspapers. The freedom to scout for data in
the hyper textual world of the digital data is also a permanent source of doubt for researchers.
The research design therefore requires thorough planning, searching, sampling and coding in
order to obtain reliable results. Other ethical concerns surrounding the use of personal
information from an open-access database or, respectively, protecting intellectual rights of
other researchers’ works do not meet the current paper’s concerns. Unethical conduct in the
process of researching using primary sources from digital libraries is bound to be more likely
related to the researcher’s use of the electronic and online platform, on one hand, and to the
published content, on the other hand.
The British Library’s newspaper collections constitute, without a doubt, one of the
most important archives of periodicals in the world. The British Newspaper Archive, while
not rising to the physical collections’ magnitude, is an online project which empowers these
resources. Their value as hard copies is not only protected, it is also augmented by the
possibility of searching through the text of articles and advertisements. While research efforts
are considerably reduced, finding articles on related, adjacent or simply various themes is a
few clicks away. There are some downsides, of course, but their nature is not one that could
jeopardize the future of this research platform, since it leaves open permanent options for
perfecting. Currently, one of the flaws of the digital library is the time span covered by the
online collection, which goes through the 18th, 19th and the 20th century British newspapers.
Another problem would be that the search does not include some important titles such as the
„Daily Mail” or the „Daily Express”, since it only digitized local newspapers (a noticeable
exception being „The Evening Standard”). A third issue would be that the output of the
optical recognition software is currently not 100% accurate, which means that the search
results could be bypassing some of the newspapers, by not recognizing important keywords in
the scanned documents. Nevertheless, the website proves to be an invaluable tool to the
academic world for research purposes.
Researching for data from primary sources in order to use it for my article entitled
„Lloyd George and Winston Churchill’s Appeasement Articles in Britain’s Inter-War Local
Newspapers” was greatly aided by the online resources of the British Newspaper Archive, the
project of the British Library. Both the means and the methods employed, and also the
harvested data, all in all develop into a formidable challenge for further exploring my thesis’
field of research and also adjacent subjects of research. There is, nevertheless, the
unquestionable need for research through the actual hard copies of the newspapers, in order
to obtain reliable results for my doctoral thesis on „The Anglo-French appeasement policy
reflected in the Romanian central newspapers in the 1930s”.
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